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S.:lnl!:-.ign de Cuba lies an the !'rinl]e
of tho Caribbean, in the south east
of Cuba serrounded by the green hills
of the Siema Maesta, amound 850 km
fram HWavanna and is the second las-
gest city on the island with about
SO0, 000 inhabitants,

Santiago was fourded in 1515 as
pnee of the firct seven cities in Cuba,
and it 15 Famous for its 10=dary carni-
val 0 July Bor the name day of its
patran saini. 55 James (Santiago).

The son music style originated in
Sartiago, and ik i also the bisthplace
of famous musicians Like fumpa:,.
Sugundo, Thrahim Fermory im its five
hundred-year history, it has always
been well-known for the joie de wive
and heapitality of its inhabitanis, The
arge mumbes ol French people wha
fled to Samtisge as a result of the

20 Years of Ceramics in Cuba
XX" TERRACOTTA 2006 in Santiago de Cuba

Frameh  revalution and the melated
dlave wpeising im Hait certainky con-
tributed to this. Thedr Enfluence can
still be s2en of the anthilecture in the
city and the names in the local tele-
phone Boak,

The rum that erginsted in Santi-
aga 14 also world famows: Bacardi ori-
ginated hede, and an excellent rom s
snll produced in the lformer Bacand
distilbery.

More recently, Santiago came to
prombnence through Costro's storming
of Moncsda barracks in 1953, the real
beginming of the Cuban revalution,
Other Cubars refer to this part of the
islamd x5 *tlerra caliente” (hot earth)
and do nol mean only the particularly
warm climate in the region.

Sknee 1968, there has been an
annual eramicy sympodium here cal-
bed “Teracotta®. for fifteen days In
May, Cuban and Intesnatiomel cera-
mists mest at the Taller Cultwral Luks
Diaz Oduande, an ails woikalap min by
the provincial gowernment, Terracotta
i arganised by the Prowincial Council
of Fine Amists, the Office of the
Municipal Custodian of the Ans, the
Caguays Foundation and LUNEAC [the
Cuban Unkon of Writers and Artists),

The workshop was Enitieted mn the
1980s by the three arthits, Guarbores
Ferrer, José Rolandos Monters and
Angel Laborde, o furthes the develap-
ment af ceramic art. In spite of indi-
vidual efforts aimed ab disseminating
it. this artistlc genre was vigtually
unknown in Santlago at that time

A further stimalus for the fnitiation
of Terracotta was the plan for tourist
developmant in the area. This happe-
ned even before Cuba was opened to
packape bourists as we know them
todsy. On the basks of this plan, a
number of artists’ colonies wene set up
im the wicinity.

This wear was the twenstieth annd-
versary of Terracotta, and cointiden-
tally Taller fultural Luds Diaz Oduardo
waas oelebrating its third anniversary
wnder the management of [srael
Tamaya. This ceganisation s highly
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committed to furthering other pro-
jects s well

In 2007, 17 ceramic artests from
Camsda, the SA, Beaanl and Cuba
came together to exchange views in
warkshops and distusiion groups,

Thee symposium was oponed by a
joint exhibition of work by the Cuban
artist, ¥somada Gutiérmes, who has par-
ticipated in every Temacotta so far,
and the Canadisn Pierre Blais, wunder
the title of “Un sole lenguaje” (A
Single Langusge). One of the most
inteesting moments was a meating of
the participants with the founders of
the woskihap together with an pubi-
bition covering work from  twenty
years of Terracoita, givimg an over-
view of twenty years of warking in
ceramics in the Canhbean.

A further high-point was the pre=
sentation of the results of the project,
“hrte del Fuego® (Art from the Fire) by
the artist Catherine Memil from the
USA and the Cuban Antonmio Lowis
Thiey have been warking on this pros
ject For international exchanges and
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|’.|:|:|1l.i|'|u||'|g education n  cEramics
since 2002,

The international symposium was
concluded with a joint exhibition sho-
wing all of the 69 pleces that had
been created together in this tme.

Tm!ﬂty years af Terracotta have
Ieft & lasting impresshon on Santiago
de Cuba: dotted around the town
there are sculptural cerambes sich a5
the mural friere created during
Terracotta 2005. 5o twenty years of
ferraotta could be described as an
ungualified suceess!

This event may boke ploce agmin
in 2007, If you mre interested,
plegse contect the arthor,

ILLUSTRATTONS

(1= -]
g i
(oils Eregmada m the

cartee of Janiiggo

I -
Faali Mirasds god Joid
Voo ol moik

[ il
|t enfisinTion
"BV als keagusie”

Cavmen Mara Filgnis

Ridckernie I8

D0314 Fraskhul oM
(Fermony

Tt

+40 [FER 43054843

RO PR R L

47



